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Dear Member,

Welcome to the NFWI Public Affairs Digest, an e-update on all the latest WI
campaigning news, delivered directly to your inbox.

If you know anyone in your WI who is interested in our campaigns, please direct
them to the campaigns area of MyWi to sign up to receive this Public Affairs Digest. 

Contents:

Resolution update
Make Women Visible
SOS for Honeybees
Share your experience of the current crisis
New Government loneliness plan
The Fixing Fast Fashion toolkit is here
Campaigns Corner

The main priority for the NFWI is the safety and wellbeing of our members. If you
haven't already, please visit this link for the latest, up to date government guidelines.

See more information about support at the end of this Digest.

What is happening with resolutions?

As the Annual Meeting at the Royal Albert Hall on 4 June has been cancelled,
the NFWI is currently considering how to proceed with the 19/20 resolutions.

https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/public-affairs-digest?SQ_ACTION=login
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


The decision will be made by the Board of Trustees in early May and will be
announced shortly after. Please keep any eye out on our website and in social
medai for further updates.

Government announces new plan to tackle loneliness 
We were pleased to see that the Government has launched a plan to tackle
loneliness and social isolation during the coronavirus outbreak and period of
social distancing.

The plan includes:

a new public campaign launched by Culture Secretary to get people
talking openly about loneliness;
loneliness to be a priority category of £750 million charity funding
package;
£5 million boost for national loneliness organisations leading the charge;



Government guidance on supporting yourself and others safely;
loneliness charities to be supported to work with NHS Volunteer
Responders in their communities; and
a network of high-profile charities, businesses and public figures to join
the ‘Tackling Loneliness Network’

To find out more, click here. If you’re looking for ways to help your local
community at the moment, visit the Link Together page of the WI website for
some ideas, and don’t forget to let us know how you are getting on.

Make Women Visible
We’ve united with 60+ organisations to call for immediate action from UK
Government to protect women and girls during the Coivid-19 lock down.
Existing inequalities mean that women will be disproportionately impacted.

2.5 million of the 3.2million workers employed in the highest risk roles are
women - on the frontline caring for the sick and elderly, keeping our hospitals
clean and pharmacies running. Women make up the majority of people living in
poverty and are more likely to be in low paid and insecure employment. Many
women and children are now trapped in their homes, self-isolating with an
abusive partner. And yet women seem to be largely absent from the highest
levels of decision-making in the UK.

We need the UK Government to recognise the gendered impact and take
the following action:

1. Make women visible in crisis decision making
2. Make women safe at work 
3. Support parents during school & nursery closures

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-plan-to-tackle-loneliness-during-coronavirus-lockdown
https://www.thewi.org.uk/campaigns/current-campaigns-and-initiatives/link-together-alleviate-loneliness


4. Protect women from poverty and homelessness
5. Protect women from violence and abuse during lockdown  
6. Make destitute migrant women safe & release women from immigration
detention 
7. Safeguard disabled women’s rights, quality of life and care
8. Protect elderly women in care homes 
9. Reduce the number of women in prison to save lives  
 
Women should be better represented at the crisis decision-making table.
Senior women politicians, civil servants with responsibility for policy issues that
significantly impact on women, including the Domestic Abuse and Victims
Commissioner, as well as gender equality experts should be at the crisis
decision-making table.
 
Protect women from violence and abuse during lockdown An urgent
injection of cash is needed from national and local governments and trusts and
foundations to ensure that specialist frontline violence against women and girls
services and women’s organisations can cope with the impact of  coronavirus
and respond to increased demand.

For further information click here. You can also visit the WI’s Facebook and
Twitter page to share this and show your support.

New materials for Honeybees on World Bee Day
There is no better time to spend time in your garden. Please visit our latest
edition of our SOS for Honeybees blog, which gives you some ideas on the
bee-utiful springtime pollinator-friendly flowers you could plant.

The PA team have been working with our experts to produce some additional
materials for our SOS for Honeybees campaign. Keep an eye out for some new
recipes, gardening tips and craft projects, which will be launched on World Bee

Day - the 20th of May.

https://bit.ly/3bEbq6o
https://www.thewi.org.uk/media-centre/blog/2020/april/sos-for-honeybees-spring-time-flowers


As always, you can download our SOS for Honeybees action packs from the
website, in addition to recipes and gardening tips.

If you already made your garden into a pollinator haven, please do send us
some pictures to pa@nfwi.org.uk. Your pictures may also feature on the
NFWI’s social media accounts.

Rethink: Share your experience of the current crisis
Since the launch of the WI’s Make Time for Mental Health campaign, the NFWI
has worked closely with the charity Rethink Mental Illness to inform our work in
this area, and continues to do so to help shape our response to Covid-19.
 
Rethink has recently launched an online survey to gather information about
how people living with mental health problems have been affected by the
coronavirus outbreak. If you have a mental illness or care for someone who
does, you can take part in this research here. Please also share with anyone
you know who might be interested.

The information you provide will help them and consequently us understand
whether people have been able to get the support they need and how the
Government should respond.

mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk
http://www.rethink.org/cvsurvey


Fixing Fast Fashion Toolkit
The Fixing Fast Fashion event toolkit is here! 

Unfortunately, we won't be able to hold events for a while yet, so the full version
will not be available to download until then. For any members that wish to get
going on fixing fast fashion from the comfort of their own home, we have
produced an abridged version of the event toolkit featuring the repair guides
and the pledge fridge magnet activity.

The full toolkit will include:

Information for how to prepare for and host a fixing fast fashion event;
Resources and information about fixing fast fashion from the clothing
charity, Traid;
How-to guides for making

basic clothing repairs;
an End Plastic Soup drawstring bag;
and a pledge fridge magnet.

We are also finalising an informative PowerPoint presentation, combining both
the presentations from TRAID and the NFWI, and a supplementary script to aid
you in any future events. These, along with a downloadable version of the
toolkit will be available on MyWI once we are again able to hold events.

You can now download the repair guide on MyWI.

Remember to tell us about...

...what you’re doing to look after your
mental health during lockdown. Let us
know via email, or by using the
hashtags #MakeTimeforMentalHealth
and #MentalHealthAwarenessWeek
on social media.

https://mywi.thewi.org.uk/public-affairs-and-campaigns/current-campaigns/end-plastic-soup
mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk?subject=Make%20time%20for%20Mental%20Health


... your ideas for alternative ways
members can stay connected with each
other and their communities.
... any campaign activities you might
be doing while staying at home.

Please email us if you have something to
share.

Earth Day 2020 - Green Hearts Revisited
If you are already missing Show the Love and green hearts, Earth Day was the perfect
reunion!

Towcester Evening WI displayed their green heart commissioned for this year’s Show the
Love, in their window

As the theme of this year’s Earth Day was climate action, WI members were asked to put
green hearts in their window, both as a reminder of all the great work WI members did to
take action on climate change during February’s Show the Love, but also to show that they

mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk?subject=Ideas%20for%20The%20Great%20Get%20Together


are hopeful of a greener, cleaner and fairer future.

It was great to see so many WI members get involved with Earth Day

Support and help during pandemic

This can be a particularly difficult and worrying time for adults and children living with
domestic abuse. This link will take you take a page of support sources, please share

as widely as possible. It is important that survivors know that they are not alone.

This can also be a difficult and worrying time if you require additional assistance. If
you need emergency food or support you can find the contact details of your local

food bank using your postcode here.

If you are able to support your local food bank with donations or by volunteering, click
here to visit the FareShare website.

You can also visit this section of our website for information from the NFWI on ways
you can help your community, sources of support and other helpful information such

as setting up a virtual meeting.

We have a PDF versions of the digest available, that you can share with the people
around you. Please get in touch with the Public Affairs department if you would
like a copy. 

Please also encourage other members of your WI to sign up to receive this monthly
digest. 

Kind regards,

The NFWI Public Affairs team.
pa@nfwi.org.uk 020 7371 9300 ext.238

The NFWI use a third party provider, MailChimp, to send out the Public Affairs Digest. When you
provide your email address, it is sent directly to MailChimp for safe storage and processing in the United

States. For more information on how your email address is used please read MailChimp’s privacy
policy. 
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http://www.thewi.org.uk/home/coronavirus/support-for-victims-of-domestic-violence
https://www.trusselltrust.org/coronavirus-food-banks/
https://fareshare.org.uk/
http://www.thewi.org.uk/home/coronavirus
mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk?subject=PA%20Digest%20PDF%20version&body=Name%3A%20%0AEmail%3A%0AWould%20you%20like%20to%20receive%20the%20PDF%20each%20time%3F%3A%20Yes%2FNo
mailto:pa@nfwi.org.uk
mailto:Pa@nfwi.org.uk
https://twitter.com/womensinstitute
https://www.facebook.com/thewi
https://www.thewi.org.uk/
http://mailchimp.com/legal/privacy/
mailto:*%7CEMAIL%7C*



